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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

> if the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )IE1 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 1 1 January 2002 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action Is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-54 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-54 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) IEI The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)n approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-{d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) D The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attachment(s) 



1 ) 1^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) n Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review {PTO-948) 

3) ^ Infomiation Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 4 . 



4) □ Intenrtew Summary {PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

5) □ Notice of Infomial Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) 0 Other: 



U.S. Patent and Tradenrark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 04-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 6 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The infonnation disclosure statement (IDS) filed on 07/07/02 complies with the 
provisions of M.E.P. § 609. The information referred to therein has been considered as to the 
merits. (See attached form). 

Drawings 

2. The drawings in this application are objected to by the Draftsperson as informal. Any 
drawing corrections requested, but not made in the prior application should be repeated in this 
application if such changes are still desired. If the drawings were changed and approved during 
the prosecution of the prior appUcation, a petition may be filed imder 37 CFR 1.182 requesting 
the transfer of such drawings, provided the parent application has been abandoned. However, a 
copy of the drawings as originally filed must be included in the 37 CFR 1 .60 application papers 
to indicate the original content. 

3. The drawings are objected to because they fail to show necessary textual labels of 
features or symbols in Figs. 1, lA, 2 A, 2B, 2C, 3, and 4 as described in the specification. For 
example, placing a label, "information unit", with element 14 of Fig. 1, would give the viewer 
necessary detail to fiiUy understand this element at a glance. A descriptive textual label for each 
numbered element in these figures would be needed to better understand these figures without 
substantial analysis of the detailed specification. Any structural detail that is of sufficient 
importance to be described should be labeled in the drawing. Optionally, the applicant may wish 
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to include a table next to the present figure to fulfill this requirement. See 37 CFR 1 .83. 37 CFR 
1.84(n)(o), recited below: 

"(n) Symbols. Graphical drawing symbols may be used for conventional 
elements when appropriate. The elements for which such symbols and labeled 
representations are used must be adequately identified in the specification. Known 
devices should be illustrated by symbols which have a universally recognized 
conventional meaning and are generally accepted in the art. Other symbols which are not 
universally recognized may be used, subject to approval by the Office, if they are not 
likely to be confused with existing conventional symbols, and if they are readily 
identifiable. 

(o) Legends. Suitable descriptive legends may be used, or may be required by 
the Examiner, where necessary for understanding of the drawing, subject to approval by 
the Office. They should contain as few words as possible." 



Specification 

4. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because its length exceeds the allotted 

maximum number of words. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Applicant is reminded of the proper content of an abstract of the disclosure. 

A patent abstract is a concise statement of the technical disclosure of the patent and 
should include that which is new in the art to which the invention pertains. If the patent is of a 
basic nature, the entire technical disclosure may be new in the art, and the abstract should be 
directed to the entire disclosure. If the patent is in the nature of an improvement in an old 
apparatus, process, product, or composition, the abstract should include the technical disclosure 
of the improvement. In certain patents, particularly those for compounds and compositions, 
wherein the process for making and/or the use thereof are not obvious, the abstract should set 
forth a process for making and/or use thereof If the new technical disclosure involves 
modifications or alternatives, the abstract should mention by way of example the preferred 
modification or alternative. 

The abstract should not refer to purported merits or speculative appUcations of the 
invention and should not compare the invention with the prior art. 

Where applicable, the abstract should include the following: 

(1) if a machine or apparatus, its organization and operation; 

(2) if an article, its method of making; 

(3) if a chemical compound, its identity and use; 

(4) if a mixture, its ingredients; 

(5) if a process, the steps. 
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Extensive mechanical and design details of apparatus should not be given. 

5. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single paragraph on a 
separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that the abstract not exceed 
150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract on the computer tape used by the 
printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such as "means" 
and "said," should be avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist 
readers in deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information given in the 
title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure concerns," 
"The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure describes," etc. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

7. Claims 1-54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
WESTLAW.COM (Westlaw, hereinafter), October 1999 Release. 



Regarding claims land 3, Westlaw teaches an information collection defining a body of law (pp. 
17 statute, 49 USCA sec. 48103) stored on a computer readable medium, wherein said statute is 
stored in association with temporal information indicating different amendments and versions of 
said statute (See figure at pp. 17). 
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Regarding claims 2 and 4, Westlaw teaches an information collection defining a body of law (pp. 
17 statute, 49 USCA sec. 48103) stored on a computer readable medium, wherein said statute is 
stored in association with temporal information indicating different amendments and versions of 
said statute (See figure at pp. 17). Westlaw also teaches a plurality of topics defining the body of 
law (see figures at pp. 22). 

As to claims 5-10, 17, Westlaw teaches hyper-linking the temporal information with parts of the 
body of law associated thereto such that said parts can be accessed based on the temporal 
inforaiation (see pp.17, amendments 1 and 2 in figure). 

As to claim 11, Westlaw teaches a relational database having a plurality of records associated 
with respective temporal links, (see figure at pp.17). 

As to claims 12-14, Westlaw teaches a relational database having a plurality of files having 
records associated with respective temporal links, (see figures at pp.17 and 22). 

As to claims 15-16, 18, Westlaw teaches a collection of topical units, arranged hierarchically, 
defining the body of law such the relevant information can be accessed fi^om each of said topical 
unit (see figure at pp. 22). 

As to claim 19, Westlaw teaches that the information collection comprises a table of contents 
associated with the topical units (see pp. 22). 
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As to claims 20-23, Westlaw teaches the retrieval of an information unit based on a date range 
provided by the user (see pp.21). 

8. The limitations of claims 24-54 have already been addressed in the rejection of claims 1- 
16, 18-23 above. They are therefore rejected for the same reasons. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 



10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jean R. Homere whose telephone number is (703)-308-6647. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 09:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, John 
Breene, can be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at (703)-305-9790. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231, or faxed to: (703) 746-7239, (for formal communications intended 
for entry), or faxed to: (703) 746-7238, (for after final communications intended for entry), Or: 
(703) 746-7240(for informal or draft communications, please label "PROPOSED" or 
"DRAFT"). Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington. VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be directed to 
the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 



Jean BflHomere 

Prira4v Examiner, A.U. 2177 

Seijtetnber23, 2003 



